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Saluda, SC 
 

Mary Pou 
 

Mary W. Pou, 97, of Saluda went to be with her Lord and Savior on Monday,
November 8, 2021. "Miss Mary," widow of James W. Pou, was the daughter of
the late John Wesley Wilks and Florence Brown Wilks and Mary Evelyn Hartin
Wilks. A 1941 graduate of Dreher High School, Mary attended the University
of South Carolina for 2 years where she took business classes. She worked in
the business office at the University of South Carolina and then went on to
work for Jeff Hunt Machinery. 

 

Mary attended First Baptist Church in Columbia, where she was baptized, and
later met James, the love of her life. They were married on February 21, 1952
in the original sanctuary. 

 

Mary and James welcomed 4 children into their lives. Mary Louise Burriss
(Bill), James Wilks Pou, John Philip Pou (Candy), and William Herbert Pou.
Known as "Pama" and Papa" to their grands, their 11 grandchildren and 6
great grandchildren were their pride and joy. 

 

Mary was a woman filled with strong faith in the Lord. She was a charter



member of Saluda Baptist Church, where she was a part of the adult choir.
She was involved in a variety of church ministries over the years, including the
WMU where she taught Sunbeams and Mission Friends, teaching Sunday
School to 3rd and 4th graders, as well as helping with the children's choir for a
time. Mary was an active part of several committees for many years and was
a member of the "Cheerful Helpers" Sunday School class. She loved being a
part of her church family. 

 

Although she said, "I only wanted to be a mama," Mary worked diligently as a
bookkeeper for Saluda County Stockyard for over 40 years. She loved her
"girls" and all the friends she met during her time there. 

 

Mary was a caregiver by nature. When her husband, James, was hurt in a
farm accident, she spent her days loving and caring for him the same way she
had cared for her mother and her aunt years earlier. Mary has a servant's
heart, full of love and compassion, much like Mary in the Bible. Caring for her
loved ones brought her great joy. 

 

Left to cherish her memory are her daughter, Mary Louise Burriss (Bill), and
her sons, James Wilks Pou and John Philip Pou (Candy). She also leaves 11
dearly loved grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. Mary was predeceased
by her husband, her brother, John W. (Jack) Wilks, and her son, Will. 

 

While our hearts are missing her here with us, we rejoice in her heavenly
healing and happy reunion with those who passed before her. We look
forward to the day that we join her at the feet of Jesus. 

 

To honor her great love for our Lord and her lifelong support of missions, the
family requests that memorials be made to the Lottie Moon International
Mission offering at Saluda Baptist Church or the mission offering of your
choice. Memorials may also be made to the American Cancer Society or



Saluda Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. 
 

Many thanks to Dr. Ralph Riley and Staff and Saluda Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center, especially our friends on Wise Wing. 

 

A celebration of her life will be held on Saturday, November 13, 2021, at
Saluda Baptist Church. The family will greet friends at 10 am and the service
will be at 11 am, with Rev. Jeff McCartney, Rev. Van Pigate, and Rev. Mildred
Walker conducting the service. Burial will follow at Sardis Baptist Church
Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Sardis Baptist Church Cemetery

204 Sardis Road
Saluda, SC 29138

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 13. 10:00 AM (ET)

Saluda Baptist Church
112 West Wheeler Circle
Saluda, SC

Funeral

NOV 13. 11:00 AM (ET)

Saluda Baptist Church
112 West Wheeler Circle
Saluda, SC
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Lynn Chapman - January 14, 2022 at 08:04 AM

Lynn Chapman lit a candle in memory of Mary
Wilks Pou

Rev. Dennis R.Campbell - December 13, 2021 at 03:36 PM

Our prayers are with all of the family of Mrs. Mary, she was a
wonderful person with a loving spirit and grace fill heart and life.
God bless all of the family until we meet again 
with her and all of our loved ones in Heaven.

Ralph and Dianne McClendon - November 11, 2021 at 05:00 PM

Mary was a dear, sweet friend whose memory we'll always cherish.
Our deepest sympathy to all of her family. I know she is
experiencing her heart's desire right now--being in the presence of
her Lord and Savior and reunited with all her loved ones that have
gone before her. 
Ralph and Dianne McClendon

Joyce Perry Rude - November 11, 2021 at 08:22 AM

Joyce Perry Rude lit a candle in memory of
Mary Wilks Pou
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Sethalene Huff - November 11, 2021 at 07:58 AM

Sethalene Huff lit a candle in memory of Mary
Wilks Pou

Don Bishop - November 10, 2021 at 06:15 PM

Mary Louise(Bill) John and James, Dale and I send our love and
respect for your mom! James and Mary were favor folks while we
were in Saluda-they were always positive and supportive and fun to
be around. Nothing but fond memories from the entire family. I
began working at Jeff Hunt's years ago and little did I know our lives
would cross in Saluda. Mary was blessed with a good family and
you all did a wonderful deed in caring for her--keep up your strong
witness for our Lord. We regret that we cannot attend Mary's service
but assure you of our prayers and love. 

 Don and Dale Bishop

November 10, 2021 at 04:51 PM

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the
family of Mary Wilks Pou.

https://www.rameyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rameyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

